Successful laparoscopic right gastroepiploic aneurysmectomy: report of a case.
A 75-year-old woman presented with a pulsatile, movable mass, about 5 cm in diameter, in her lower abdomen. Abdominal ultrasonography revealed a circular mass with a variable hypo- and isoechoic border and a hypoechoic center. Color Doppler echography showed blood flow in the hypoechoic center, which was strongly enhanced on contrast-enhanced computed tomography. Based on these findings, we diagnosed a splanchnic artery aneurysm; however, celiac arteriography, performed twice, could not definitively identify it. An operation was performed under the tentative diagnosis of an aneurysm of the superior mesenteric artery or the gastroepiploic artery. On laparoscopic exploration, a globe-shaped mass, about 5 cm in diameter, was found in the right side of the greater omentum, which was diagnosed as an aneurysm of the right gastroepiploic artery. We resected the aneurysm laparoscopically and the patient had an uneventful postoperative course. Thus, laparoscopic surgery was effective for this patient who required no vascular reconstruction.